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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1-11. Cancel. 

12. A sealing arrangement for a fuel cell , comprising: 

5 a membrane electrode assembly having a first side and a second side; 

a gas diffusion layer disposed on at least one of said first and second 



sides of said membrane electrode assembly; 

a separator plate including a first set of flow channels, said separator 
plate being disposed next to said gas diffusion layer; and 
10 a gasket disposed between said membrane electrode assembly and said 

separator plate and having an outer perimeter portion defining an opening which 
receives said gas diffusion layer, said gasket including at least one bridge portion 
. extending across said opening and between said gasket and said separator plate. 

15 13. The sealing arrangement according to claim 12, wherein said at least 

one bridge portion includes a rigid insert, 

14. The sealing arrangement according to claim 12, wherein said at least 
one bridge portion is integrally formed with said outer perimeter portion. 

20 

15. The sealing arrangement according to claim 12, wherein said gasket 
includes a carrier layer and an elastic seal layer mounted thereto. 

16. The sealing arrangement according to claim 1 5, wherein said carrier is 
25 adhesively bonded to said membrane electrode assembly. 

17. The sealing arrangement according to claim 12, wherein said gasket 
includes an elastomeric sealing bead engaging said separator plate. 
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